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Scrap Tire Program
The Nebraska Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) has announced that the scrap tire program
application deadline is February 1, 2017. We urge any municipality or county to apply for this funding.
Funding awards pay the hauler fees, project advertising, and some limited staﬀ time during collection
day. In the past, DEQ has suggested that a county-wide or multi-community project is looked upon
more favorably then a single community application.
WCNDD will gladly assist you with your application and would suggest that you notify our oﬃce no
later than December 1st in order that we can discuss your project scope. You will need to have the
application approved at your January meeting for ﬁling by February 1st. Give Kayla a call at
308-284-6077 and she will gladly discuss your project with you.

Business Networking - Maximize Your Success
In today’s world it is easy to get caught up in the ease and
accessibility that social media oﬀers to promote your business.
However, face-to-face interaction is still playing a pivotal role
in networking for businesses of all sizes.
Networking is a critical business development tool for most
professionals and small business owners. When you grow your

network, new business opportunities have a way of ﬁnding
you, potential partners appear, connections are established,
and you garner trust in the local community.
But eﬀective networking doesn’t just happen. It requires time and attention. But how do you go
about making a good and lasting impression?
Follow the link below for 10 key aspects to networking success.
https://www.score.org/resource/how-improve-your-business-networking

Clerk of the Month
Mary May - Village of Wallace
Mary is originally from Brooklyn, NY, although she has been
a resident of Nebraska since 1976. There is something
about the quiet and slow pace that really makes Nebraska
feel like home. With strong small town values, it is no
wonder why Mary is so passionate about working with the
public and getting to know all of the residents of Wallace.
When Mary is not in the oﬃce, you can most likely ﬁnd her
watching her kids play sports around the region. Her and
her husband, Jim, have four children Andrew, Sean, Josh, and Maggie. Now that she is down to her
last child in sports, she will be focusing more of her free time on gardening, cooking, and reading a
good book whenever she gets a chance.

The tale of Joe’s demolition gone wrong . . . .
Meet Joe. . . Joe took pride in his community and decided to
do his part to help clean-up the town. He recently purchased
a dilapidated property that everyone agreed needed to be
torn down. Since Joe had already paid for the property, he
was concerned about the cost to hire a contractor for
demolition, and decided he could do the job himself.
So he began tearing down the structure. He was fortunate
enough to own an old farm truck, so he loaded up the
demolition debris and headed oﬀ to the local creek to dump.
The site was located just out of town on a private lane. After
a few loads, Joe’s friends at the Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) paid him a visit
regarding his illegal dumping of potentially asbestos containing debris. He didn’t realize that the
private lane he was driving on was owned by a fellow who worked for DEQ. Joe was in trouble and
his project was halted.

Every community in Nebraska has one or more dilapidated homes or buildings with the roof falling in
and missing or broken windows. Although community leaders or property owners may be anxious to
do the job themselves, or call in a demolition team, or have the ﬁre department do a training burn,
there are rules that will need to be followed. Asbestos Program Regulations, Title 178 Chapter 12
apply.
• Before any demolition occurs, the site must be tested for asbestos. The testing is done by a
licensed contractor, licensed through the Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services
(HHS). A listing of licensed testers may be found on the HHS website located at:
http://dhhs.ne.gov/publichealth/Pages/enh_asbestos_index.aspx
• In the event the site is clear of asbestos, you will receive a clearance report. The licensed
land ﬁll or the ﬁre department will require a copy of the clearance report. The cost for the
testing can depend on the number of samples taken and size of the structure.
• In the event there is asbestos found, it is required to be removed prior to demolition, and
removed by a licensed business entity*. The cost of the asbestos abatement will depend on
the amount of asbestos to be removed. Once removal has been completed, the structure will
again be inspected for clearance, and a clearance report obtained. Licensed asbestos
business entities may be found at the website noted above.
• The Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) is required to be notiﬁed ten (10) days prior
to a demolition project.
Joe made several mistakes in his project. During the planning process he should have had the
structure tested for asbestos prior to work beginning. As a result of his illegal dumping, he was
ordered by DEQ to have the debris tested and fortunately for him it was found to be clear. Dumping
at the creek was an illegal dump site, infraction of the Waters of the U.S. Although Joe was allowed
to ﬁnish his project, he still had to have asbestos testing done, and the debris was required to be
taken to a legal dump site.
*There is always a question as to whether a homeowner can remove asbestos, in a case of asbestos
siding. The regulation reads in part as follows:
Asbestos project means an asbestos encapsulation project, an asbestos removal project, an
asbestos enclosure project, an asbestos related demolition project or an asbestos related
dismantling project, but does not include any activities physically performed by a homeowner,
a member of the homeowner's family, or an unpaid volunteer on or in the homeowner's
residential property of four units or less.
It worked out for Joe in end, but this project had the possibility to be a very serious oﬀense costing
him thousands of dollars. He should have contacted WCNDD, contacted Nebraska Health & Human
Services, contacted the Nebraska Department of Environmental Quality, and reviewed the
regulations. Don’t be a Joe. . . .

#whatshappeningWCNDD
What are you doing this fall? Send us your pictures to
mburke@west-central-nebraska.com with the hashtag
#whatshappeningWCNDD and we will share them on our
Facebook page. Meanwhile, see if you can guess where this is ...

USDA Energy Eﬃcient Loans and Grant Applications Now Available
Rural small businesses and agricultural producers are eligible to apply for loans and grants to
support renewable energy and energy eﬃcient projects.
Energy eﬃcient investments can not only cut small business costs, but also provide opportunities to
expand operations. The application deadline for energy audit and renewable energy development
assistance grants is Jan. 31, 2017.
Applications for renewable energy system and energy eﬃciency grants of $20,000 or less are due by
Oct. 31, 2016, for the ﬁrst funding cycle and March 31, 2017, for the second funding cycle.
Applications for renewable energy system and energy eﬃciency grants of greater than $20,000 and
all combination grants and guaranteed loans are due by March 31, 2017. USDA will set aside 20
percent of the funds for grants of $20,000 or less.
For more information contact Jeﬀ Carpenter: (402) 437-5554 or jeﬀ.carpenter@ne.usda.gov

