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Rural Futures Institute Presents Rural Regional Forums
The Rural Futures Institute (RFI) is pleased to oﬀer three Rural Regional Forums this fall in West Point,
North Platte and Chadron. The forums are co-hosted by the respective communities with a steering
committee from each helping to shape their region’s event.
Each forum will be tailored to the region and the tours and discussions will be grounded in
information provided by the region’s host team. The forums will highlight local successes, open a
dialogue with rural regional leaders and showcase lessons learned from a number of current RFI
grant-funded projects.
Speciﬁc areas of interest that will be addressed include:
• Housing
• Business development
• Leadership transition
• Recruitment of residents
• Recruitment of professionals
• Other issues identiﬁed by participants
Registration is $25 per person, which covers all activities, tours and lunch.
http://ruralfutures.nebraska.edu/events/2016-rural-regional-forums/

Content Marketing - Best Practices
What are your content marketing strategies for
attracting consumers? In others words, what is your
marketing plan for social media.
The following infographic shows the importance of
building this very important area into your marketing
plan. For more information, visit the SCORE website.
https://www.score.org/resource/infographic-contentmarketing-best-practices-small-businesses

Clerk of the Month
Kerry Miller - Village of Palisade
Kerry has lived in the Wauneta Palisade area her whole
life. Having grown up in a small town, she loves the
feeling of family that comes in their small town
atmosphere. She graduated from Wauneta, but has
always had family in Palisade and considers it home.
Her favorite past time is being a mom and a grandma.
But when she isn’t busy with that or working for the
Village, Kerry enjoys playing softball, reading and
spending time outside particularly in the form of taking trips to the park and the country with her
daughter Hadley. She feels fortunate that her older daughter Shelby and family moved back to
the area, as family time is her #1 priority.
Kerry’s favorite part of being the Clerk is the people. She likes to think that by listening to them,
she can be their voice and hopefully make a diﬀerence in her community. She gets excited when
she sees young people moving back to the area to raise their families. Add to that being able to
give a helping hand to projects makes living in Palisade wonderful.

USDA Assists Mooreﬁeld with Water
Improvements
MOOREFIELD, Nebraska, August 11, 2016 — The Village
of Mooreﬁeld will receive $20,100 from USDA Rural
Development for water system improvements.
“Our Village is small and has very limited resources and
we are grateful that these funds are available to help in
times of emergency,” said Board Chairperson Turena
Ehlers, Village of Mooreﬁeld.
“The Village of Mooreﬁeld had an emergency with one
of its water wells, and the remaining well was not large enough to supply water to the town. We
were fortunate to be able to utilize the Emergency Community Water Assistance Grant program
to assist the village with the costs of the needed emergency repairs so that Mooreﬁeld was able
to get the repairs done quickly and got the town back in service,” said USDA Rural Development
Community Programs Specialist, Natalie Furrow.
This project was funded through the USDA Rural Development Emergency Community Water
Assistance Grants program. Visit:
http://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/emergency-community-water-assistance-grants
For more information, contact Natalie Furrow 308.534.2360 ext. 129 or
Natalie.furrow@ne.usda.gov.
President Obama’s plan for rural America has brought about historic investment and resulted in
stronger rural communities. Under the President’s leadership, these investments in housing,
community facilities, businesses and infrastructure have empowered rural America to continue
leading the way – strengthening America’s economy, small towns and rural communities. USDA’s
investments in rural communities support the rural way of life that stands as the backbone of our
American values.
http://www.rd.usda.gov/newsroom/news-release/usda-assists-mooreﬁeld-water-improvements

#whatshappeningWCNDD
What are you doing this fall? Send us your pictures to
mburke@west-central-nebraska.com with the hashtag
#whatshappeningWCNDD and we will share them on our
Facebook page. Meanwhile, see if you can guess where this is ...

Recycling Equipment Grants Still Available!
Recycling Equipment Grants Available for 2016-17.
Nebraska State Recycling Association (NSRA) has grant funds available for municipalities, other
government entities, non-proﬁts and recycling companies (for example, waste haulers) who wish to
purchase recycling equipment. Interested parties should go to www.recyclenebraska.org and call
Deb Rost at 402-933-3059 in Omaha for more information. Or email to: deb@recyclenebraska.org
Grants can help fund the purchase of recycling trailers, semi trailers, carts, dumpsters, balers,
lift-gates, forklifts, trucks and more. Equipment may be new, used or in need of refurbishing. In some
cases, applicant’s existing equipment can be refurbished with this grant. Grants will be awarded
until the funds are depleted. This is a quick-turnaround program where application-to-approval is
usually completed in about a month.

