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Helping build communities in West Central Nebraska.
What are you doing this summer? Send us your pictures to kbourque@west-central-nebraska.com with the
hashtag #whatshappeningWCNDD and we will share them on our Facebook page.
Meanwhile, see if you can guess where this is ...

Furnas County
Another success story.

Another success story.
What does your community do with all of the scrap tires in your area?
Furnas County knows! In December, they started by responding to
our information blast. Having done a scrap tire
amnesty
program before, the commissioners of Furnas County knew it was
a needed service.
However, they were surprised at the level of need. Upon
advertisement, they were contacted by a farmer who had almost
75 tons of tires. Since this was the total amount the county asked
for, they contacted WCNDD and the NE Department of Environmental Quality and were able to double their grant
size. By working collaboratively, the event was a huge success for all involved.
Second, CJ Poltack assisted the county by writing the grant, getting bids for removal and composing the press
release advertising the collection time, location and date.
The only thing left for the county to do was host the event. Two people were on site to verify that the tires come
from within the county and that no rims or sand are present.
The Nebraska Department of Environmental Quality is very proactive on recycling. They have grants for scrap
tire collection as well as the 2017 Litter Reduction and Recycling Grants which should be available on August
22, 2016.
Not only are scrap tires and litter an eyesore, they can also be a nuisance. To see how WCNDD can assist your
community, contact CJ Poltack via email cjpoltack@west-central-nebraska.com or phone 308.284.6077.

What's your plan?

When is the last time your community or business held a planning session?
Sessions of this nature are extremely important to making sure that you are working in line with your mission and
vision. Many times, as consultants, we get called in to help with planning when an entity starts to struggle. While
this process is great for gaining clarity and getting back on track, wouldn't it be better if it was done before trouble
hit? By planning on an annual basis you can make sure that your actions are truly in alignment with your goals.
You can also check in to see if your goals are serving your purpose: your mission.
The issues that arise without a plan are numerous, but the most common one is that we jump at things that seem
like such a great idea when in reality may have nothing to do with who we are as an organization or a
community. In the development ﬁeld, we call this chasing the money. While it's great to be open to options,
unless you have some pretty clear parameters and guidelines as to where you want to be headed, these
opportunities can lead you way off course.
The above picture (while not beautiful in nature) is effective in giving direction. This is one that Kathy drew in
conjunction with the housing committee in Envision Benkelman. To have her facilitate strategic planning in your
community or business, contact her at kbourque@west-central-nebraska.com or 308.284.6077.

Clerk of the Month
Diane Rosenfelt - City of Benkelman

Diane was born and raised in Benkelman. Residing there her entire life, she
truly enjoys rural America - the people and the quiet.
Diane started her career with the City of Benkelman as Deputy City Clerk in
1982 and became the City Clerk/Treasurer in December of 2006. When asked
what her favorite part of the job is, she stated, "I love working with the public!"
In this position, Diane has learned a lot and she is most proud of the fact that
Benkelman is ﬁnally in compliance with the Nebraska Safe Drinking Water Act.
After eight years of ups and downs, Benkleman went on-line with their two new
wells in June of this year to become fully compliant.
In her spare time, Diane enjoys spending time with her husband of 34 years while cheering on the Huskers. Her
favorite hobby was always golf, that is until she became a grandma in 2015. Stated Diane, "I never knew I would
love being a Grandma so much!"

This Just In! Recycling Equipment Grants Available!
Recycling Equipment Grants Available for 2016-17.
Nebraska State Recycling Association (NSRA) has grant funds available for municipalities, other government entities, nonproﬁts and recycling companies (for example, waste haulers) who wish to purchase recycling equipment. Interested parties
should go to www.recyclenebraska.org and call Deb Rost at 402-933-3059 in Omaha for more information. Or email to:
deb@recyclenebraska.org
Grants can help fund the purchase of recycling trailers, semi trailers, carts, dumpsters, balers, lift-gates, forklifts, trucks and
more. Equipment may be new, used or in need of refurbishing. In some cases, applicant’s existing equipment can be
refurbished with this grant. Grants will be awarded until the funds are depleted. This is a quick-turnaround program where
application-to-approval is usually completed in about a month.

Important Dates:
CDBG OOR Pre- App

August 5
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