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AUGUST 2016
USDA brings aﬀordable housing opportunities to home buyers
WCNDD and MPCC partnered to host a Hometown Housing Opportunities Community Meeting on
August 23rd in Ogallala. Kim Reif of USDA informed the group of the many ways in which the USDA
can provide lending and assistance to home buyers and homeowners in areas that are designated as
rural. For West Central Nebraska, this includes all of the communities in our 18 county district except
for North Platte.
The programs presented included Direct Home Ownership Loans, Guaranteed Home Ownership
Loans and Rural Home Repair Loans and Grants. These programs help to purchase, construct, repair
or rehabilitate single family homes in rural areas. For more details on the programs, contact Kim at
kimiko.reif@ne.usda.gov or go to their website
http://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/all-programs/single-family-housing-programs

Entrepreneurship Best Practices Summit
The second annual Entrepreneurship Best Practices
Summit is designed to provide a statewide professional
development/networking opportunity. The Summit will
provide a nexus for educators, economic developers,
community developers, policy makers, and thought
leaders to add to their knowledge and resources
arsenals. It’s all about sharing what’s working,
discussing challenges, and coming up with solutions
that ﬁt local needs. For more information visit
http://eshipbestpracticessummit.weebly.com/

Clerk of the Month
Samantha Boggs - Village of Sutherland
Samantha was born in North Platte, Nebraska. Although
she has landed close to home, her childhood gave her
great experience to learn her people skills as she
attended 17 diﬀerent schools in 12 diﬀerent states.
Even after seeing this much country, she says that
Sutherland is the place that feels most like home.
Samantha started working for the Village in 2007 and
was promoted to clerk in 2010. She truly enjoys that
she learns something new almost every day. She stated,
"It is exciting to help make positive changes in the community and give back to a community that
has given me and my family so much support." In her free time, Samantha and her husband enjoy
spending time with their daughters and ever-expanding animal family that includes two dogs, a
cat and eventually some goats. She also loves to do crafts with her daughters and spending time
gardening, ﬁshing and camping.

Are you ready?
Where are you going? How welcoming is your
community? Is it start-up friendly? Are you ready for
development?
In communities, just as in business, it is important to
know where you are going, but more importantly - how
are you going to get there? As rural Nebraskans, we
have heard and seen the data (and rumors) of rural out
migration. But what about IN migration?
In a study done by USDA, “Return migrants potentially
play a critical role in their rural home communities by
slowing population loss, generating jobs, and increasing human, social, and ﬁnancial capital.”
Since they play a critical role, the researchers with USDA decided to dig further to see why they
return.
Have you asked your community members why they return? Many of the reasons given in the
study included family, school systems, small town values and amenities/features: both
recreational and necessity. These ‘Whys’ help drive your ‘Hows’. When you ﬁgure out why
someone does something, you can make sure that you do more of it, in a way that is in alignment
with your vision and then create how to make it happen.
So what is your plan to appeal to these very important community wannabees? Maybe it's as
simple as creating a coworking space like Fuse in Lincoln. Perhaps it is developing a plan like
Envision Benkelman to work on your town aesthetics. Whatever the action, it should start with a
plan. For without a plan, you will forever be in limbo, letting others decide your future.
To see how WCNDD can assist you with strategic planning facilitation, contact Kathy at
kbourque@west-central-nebraska.com

#whatshappeningWCNDD
What are you doing this summer? Send us your pictures to
kbourque@west-central-nebraska.com with the hashtag
#whatshappeningWCNDD and we will share them on our
Facebook page. Meanwhile, see if you can guess where this is ...

This Just In! Recycling Equipment Grants Available!
Recycling Equipment Grants Available for 2016-17.
Nebraska State Recycling Association (NSRA) has grant funds available for municipalities, other
government entities, non-proﬁts and recycling companies (for example, waste haulers) who wish to
purchase recycling equipment. Interested parties should go to www.recyclenebraska.org and call
Deb Rost at 402-933-3059 in Omaha for more information. Or email to: deb@recyclenebraska.org
Grants can help fund the purchase of recycling trailers, semi trailers, carts, dumpsters, balers,
lift-gates, forklifts, trucks and more. Equipment may be new, used or in need of refurbishing. In some
cases, applicant’s existing equipment can be refurbished with this grant. Grants will be awarded
until the funds are depleted. This is a quick-turnaround program where application-to-approval is
usually completed in about a month.

